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CONDITION

Jewelry cleaner poisoning

Jewelry cleaner poisoning is harmful exposure to chemicals in household or professional
jewelry-cleaning products.

WHATITIS
Harmful exposure to chemicals in jewelry-cleaning products

BODY SYSTEM
Digestive system, lungs, eyes, skin, and nervous system

MAIN SYMPTOMS
Mouth pain, vomiting, coughing, eye or skin irritation

WHAT CAUSES IT
Swallowing, breathing, or contacting cleaner chemicals

HOW IT IS DIAGNOSED
Exposure history, product identification, examination, and targeted tests

MAIN TREATMENT
Decontamination, supportive care, and chemical-specific treatment

CAN IT BE CURED?
Sometimes - mild exposures recover; deep burns may leave damage

ISIT AN EMERGENCY?
Sometimes - breathing trouble, collapse, or corrosive swallowing

LONG-TERM OUTLOOK
Usually full recovery; severe burns can cause lasting problems

Overview

Jewelry cleaner poisoning happens when chemicals in a jewelry-cleaning product harm the
body. Exposure may occur by swallowing the cleaner, breathing its fumes, or getting itin the
eyes or on the skin.

Jewelry cleaners are not all the same. Mild products may contain soaps, detergents, alcohol, or
small amounts of ammonia. Silver dips and stronger cleaners may contain acids, ammonia,
thiourea, or other irritating chemicals. Professional products can be much more hazardous and
may contain highly corrosive chemicals or cyanide compounds.

The likely effects depend on the exact product, its strength, the amount involved, and how the
exposure happened. A brief splash of a mild cleaner may cause only irritation. Swallowing a
concentrated or corrosive product can burn the mouth, food pipe, or stomach. Breathing
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concentrated fumes can injure the airways.

If an exposure has happened, use the product label or container to identify the ingredients.
Contact a poison information service promptly rather than waiting for symptoms. In the United
States, Poison Help is available at 1-800-222-1222. Elsewhere, contact your local poison
centre or emergency service.

Symptoms

Symptoms can begin immediately, but some problems develop over several hours. A person
can have internal injury even when there are few visible burns around the mouth.

Possible symptoms include:

Severe poisoning may cause confusion, unusual sleepiness, seizures, fainting, abnormal heart
rhythms, very low blood pressure, or difficulty breathing. These effects are more likely with
concentrated industrial products or highly toxic ingredients.

Ammonia vapour mainly irritates the eyes, throat, and lungs. Corrosive acids or alkalis can
destroy tissue. Cyanide-containing professional cleaners can stop cells from using oxygen and
may cause a rapid collapse. Household jewelry cleaners should not be assumed to contain
cyanide, but the product name alone cannot identify its ingredients.

- After swallowing: burning pain in the mouth, throat, chest, or abdomen; drooling; trouble
swallowing; nausea; vomiting; or blood in vomit

- After breathing fumes: coughing, throat irritation, chest tightness, wheezing, headache,
dizziness, or shortness of breath

- After eye contact: pain, redness, watering, blurred vision, or sensitivity to light

- After skin contact: redness, stinging, pain, blistering, or a chemical burn

Causes and risk factors

Most cases result from an accidental splash, spill, or swallow. Children may drink a brightly
coloured liquid, especially if it has been moved into a cup or drink bottle. Adults may be
exposed while pouring cleaner, opening a container, or using it in a space with poor ventilation.

Risk may be higher when:

Never mix jewelry cleaner with bleach or another household chemical. Products containing
ammonia can react with bleach and release dangerous chloramine gases.
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Intentional swallowing is a medical and mental health emergency. Immediate, compassionate
help is available through emergency services and crisis support services.

- The productis concentrated or intended for commercial use

- Several cleaners are mixed together

- Thecleaneris heated, sprayed, or used without ventilation

- Gloves or eye protection recommended on the label are not used
- The productis stored in an unlabelled or food container

- Alarge amount is swallowed or remains on the skin or eye

Diagnosis

There is no single test for every jewelry cleaner. Diagnosis begins with finding out which
product was involved, how the exposure happened, when it occurred, and approximately how
much was involved.

The product container, label, safety data sheet, or a clear photograph can help poison
specialists identify the chemicals. Do not delay emergency care while looking for this
information.

A medical examination may check the mouth, eyes, skin, breathing, heart rate, blood pressure,
alertness, and ability to swallow. Oxygen levels may be monitored.

Tests are chosen according to the product and symptoms. They may include blood tests, an
electrocardiogram to check the heart's electrical activity, or a chest X-ray if fumes or vomit
may have entered the lungs. Chemical-specific blood testing may be needed after an industrial
exposure.

After a significant corrosive swallow, a specialist may use an endoscope-a flexible camera
passed through the mouth-to look for burns in the food pipe and stomach. This is considered
according to the product, symptoms, and timing. A normal-looking mouth does not always rule
out deeper injury.

Treatment and management

First aid depends on the route of exposure. Protect yourself from the chemical before helping
someone else.

For eye exposure, start rinsing the eye with room-temperature running water immediately.
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Continue for at least 15 to 20 minutes while arranging poison-centre or medical advice.
Remove contact lenses if they come out easily, but do not delay rinsing.

For skin exposure, remove contaminated clothing and rinse the affected skin with plenty of
running water. Do not scrub the skin or apply another chemical in an attempt to neutralise the
cleaner.

After fume exposure, move into fresh air if this can be done safely. Do not enter an enclosed or
contaminated area without suitable protective equipment.

If cleaner was swallowed, rinse the mouth gently. Do not make the person vomit. Vomiting can
expose the throat to the chemical again and may allow it to enter the lungs. Do not try to
neutralise an acid with an alkali, or an alkali with an acid, because the reaction can produce heat
and worsen burns.

Call a poison centre for product-specific instructions before giving food, drink, or home
remedies. Never give anything by mouth to someone who is very drowsy, having a seizure,
unable to swallow, or having trouble breathing.

Hospital treatment may include oxygen, airway support, intravenous fluids, pain relief,
medicines for nausea, and treatment of chemical burns. Eye injuries may need urgent
assessment by an eye specialist.

Activated charcoal does not reliably absorb many corrosive cleaner ingredients and can
interfere with examination. It should be used only if a toxicology professional recommends it
for the identified substance. Specific antidotes may be given when a known poison, such as
cyanide, is involved.

Complications

Most small exposures to mild household products do not cause lasting harm when they are
managed promptly. More serious complications are possible with concentrated, corrosive, or
industrial cleaners.

Deep burns in the food pipe can heal with scar tissue. This may narrow the passage, causing
food to stick or making swallowing difficult weeks or months later. A severe burn can rarely
create a hole in the food pipe or stomach, leading to infection in the chest or abdomen.

Vomiting or swallowing difficulties can allow liquid to enter the lungs. This can cause chemical
inflammation or pneumonia. Concentrated fumes may also lead to delayed swelling or lung
injury.

Eye exposure can damage the clear front surface of the eye, called the cornea. Severe injury
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may affect vision. Deep skin burns can leave scars.

Highly toxic ingredients can affect the brain, heart, liver, kidneys, or circulation. These effects
are unusual with small exposures to ordinary household jewelry cleaners but are a concern
with some professional products.

Prevention

Most accidental jewelry cleaner poisonings can be prevented.

Keep cleaners in their original, labelled containers. Never transfer them into a cup, bottle, or
food container. Store them locked away from children and separate from medicines and food.

Read the label before every use. Use the recommended gloves and eye protection, and work
where there is good airflow. Keep your face away from the container when opening it.

Do not mix jewelry cleaner with bleach, ammonia, acids, or other cleaning products. Do not use
commercial or industrial jewelry-cleaning chemicals at home unless you have the training,
equipment, and ventilation required for that product.

Close the container as soon as you finish. Clean spills according to the label, and dispose of
unwanted products through an appropriate household hazardous-waste service rather than
pouring them into another container.

Living with it and what to expect

A mild eye, skin, or mouth irritation often improves after thorough rinsing and appropriate
advice. Symptoms may settle over hours to a few days, although the exact course depends on
the chemical and amount involved.

After a more significant exposure, observation may be needed because breathing problems or
internal burns are not always obvious at first. Follow-up may include checks on breathing,
vision, skin healing, nutrition, or swallowing.

Corrosive injury can take weeks to heal. If scar tissue narrows the food pipe, repeated
procedures may be needed to widen it. Severe eye or skin burns may also require longer-term
specialist care.

People who recover from a minor exposure usually return to their usual activities without
ongoing problems. Recovery after a severe poisoning can take months and may involve
rehabilitation or support with eating. The long-term outlook is shaped mainly by the chemical
involved, how deeply it injured tissue, and how quickly effective care began.
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When to get medical help

Contact a poison centre promptly after jewelry cleaner is swallowed, splashed into an eye,
inhaled in a concentrated amount, or left on the skin. Do this even if symptoms seem mild.
Keep the container or product information available if it is safe to do so.

Seek urgent medical assessment for ongoing eye pain, blurred vision, persistent vomiting,
significant mouth or throat pain, difficulty swallowing, worsening cough, wheezing, or a
blistering skin burn.

Call emergency services now if the person:

Do not drive someone who is collapsing, severely confused, or struggling to breathe.
Emergency responders can begin treatment during transport.

- Hastrouble breathing or develops severe chest tightness

- Collapses, faints, has a seizure, or cannot be awakened

- Is confused or becoming rapidly less alert

- Vomits blood or has severe chest or abdominal pain

- Was exposed to a professional product that may contain cyanide

- Intentionally swallowed the product

Common questions

Is jewelry cleaner poisonous if swallowed?

It can be. Some household products cause irritation, while concentrated or professional
cleaners can cause chemical burns or whole-body poisoning. The product name does not show
how dangerous it is. Contact a poison centre immediately with the label or ingredient list.

What should | do if jewelry cleaner gets in my eye?

Rinse the eye immediately with room-temperature running water for at least 15 to 20 minutes.
Remove contact lenses if they come out easily. Then contact a poison centre. Ongoing pain,
blurred vision, or sensitivity to light needs urgent medical assessment.

Should | make myself vomit after swallowing jewelry cleaner?

No. Vomiting can burn the throat again and may carry the cleaner into the lungs. Rinse the
mouth gently and get poison-centre advice. Do not take a home remedy or try to neutralise the
chemical.

Are jewelry-cleaner fumes dangerous?
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Concentrated fumes can irritate or injure the eyes, throat, and lungs, especially in a small or
poorly ventilated space. Move to fresh air if it is safe. Coughing that continues, wheezing, chest
tightness, dizziness, or breathing difficulty needs prompt medical help.

Can jewelry cleaner cause permanent damage?

Most minor exposures heal without lasting effects. Deep chemical burns can leave scars,
narrow the food pipe, damage vision, or affect the lungs. Follow-up is important after a serious
exposure because some complications appear during healing.

Is jewelry cleaner safe once it has dried?

Risk is usually lower once a small amount of household cleaner has dried, but residue may still
irritate the skin, eyes, or mouth. Follow the product's cleaning instructions, wash your hands
after handling treated items, and keep recently cleaned jewelry away from young children until
it has been rinsed or dried as directed.

Sources

- MedlinePlus Medical Encyclopedia, U.S. National Library of Medicine. "Jewelry cleaner
poisoning”

- America's Poison Centers. "Poison Help" first-aid and poison-centre guidance
- National Capital Poison Center. "Jewelry cleaner: Is it safe?"
- Merck Manual Professional Edition. "Caustic Ingestion"

- Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry. "Medical Management Guidelines for Ammonia"

- Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, NIOSH Emergency Response Safety and
Health Database. "Sodium Cyanide: Systemic Agent"
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