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HEALTH BASICS

Ovarian cancer center

An ovarian cancer center coordinates specialist evaluation and care for suspected or

confirmed ovarian cancer.

WHAT IT IS

A service focused on ovarian and related gynecologic cancers

WHERE IT COMES UP

After a suspicious mass, abnormal tests, or cancer diagnosis

WHY IT MATTERS

Specialist review can shape testing, surgery, and treatment choices

WHAT IT IS NOT

Not a disease, diagnosis, or single standardized designation

WHO TO ASK

A gynecologic oncologist or cancer referral service

HOW IT IS CHECKED

No medical test; review specialists, services, and formal accreditation

Overview

An ovarian cancer center is a clinic, hospital program, or network that focuses on cancers

affecting the ovaries and nearby reproductive organs. It is not a disease or a diagnosis.

These centers usually care for people with suspected or confirmed ovarian cancer. They may

also manage fallopian tube cancer and primary peritoneal cancer, which begins in the lining of

the abdomen. These cancers can behave similarly and are often evaluated and treated by the

same specialists.

"Ovarian cancer center" is not a single, standardized title. One hospital may use it for a

dedicated clinic. Another may provide the same care through a gynecologic cancer program.

The word "center" does not by itself prove that a service has particular expertise,

accreditation, or outcomes.

In the United States, an "NCI-Designated Cancer Center" has met research standards set by

the National Cancer Institute. This is a formal designation, but it is not specific to ovarian

cancer. Other countries and health systems use different accreditation and referral

arrangements.
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How it works

A center usually brings together clinicians from several specialties. The central specialist is

often a gynecologic oncologist: a doctor trained in cancers of the ovaries, uterus, cervix, vulva,

and vagina.

The team may also include radiologists who interpret scans, pathologists who examine tissue,

medical oncologists who prescribe cancer medicines, genetic specialists, specialist nurses,

pharmacists, dietitians, and palliative care professionals. Palliative care focuses on comfort,

symptoms, and quality of life and can be provided alongside cancer treatment.

Your first appointment may involve reviewing previous scans, blood tests, pathology reports,

and medical records. The team may recommend more imaging, laboratory tests, or a review of

tissue samples. A blood test called CA-125 can help assess some ovarian cancers, but it cannot

confirm or rule out cancer by itself.

If surgery is being considered, the center may discuss whether it should happen before or after

chemotherapy. Surgery may be used to determine how far cancer has spread and to remove as

much visible cancer as safely possible. The right sequence is based on the cancer type, scan

findings, your general health, and your preferences.

A multidisciplinary meeting may be used to review the information and agree on options. This

does not mean every member of the team will meet you personally. It means different

specialists contribute to the care plan.

Some centers also offer clinical trials. A trial studies a treatment, test, or care approach under a

defined research plan. Taking part is voluntary, and standard care should still be explained.

Why it matters for your health

An ovarian or pelvic mass can have several possible causes. Many masses are benign, meaning

they are not cancer. When cancer is possible, specialist review can help plan the safest way to

investigate and, if needed, operate.

The exact cancer type matters. Epithelial ovarian cancer is the most common broad category,

but germ cell tumors, sex cord-stromal tumors, borderline tumors, and cancers that spread to

the ovary from another organ are managed differently. Expert pathology review can help

clarify the type.

Specialist input can also affect surgical planning. If ovarian cancer is found or strongly

suspected, the operation may involve more than removing an ovary. Planning ahead can

reduce the chance that a second operation will be needed, although no center can guarantee a
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particular result.

Genetic assessment is another important part of care. Some ovarian cancers are related to

inherited changes in genes such as BRCA1 or BRCA2 . Tumor testing and inherited genetic

testing can provide different information. Results may influence treatment choices and may

have implications for biological relatives.

A center may also make it easier to coordinate treatment side effects, fertility concerns,

menopause care, emotional support, nutrition, pain control, and practical needs. You can

receive high-quality care outside a large specialist center, especially when local clinicians work

closely with a gynecologic oncology service.

What can go wrong

The name "ovarian cancer center" can create confusion if it is treated as proof of quality.

Services differ in staffing, experience, available treatments, research programs, and

emergency support.

Important situations include:

These are potential problems in evaluation or care, not symptoms of a "center."

For routine follow-up, contact the relevant clinic if you have questions about results, referrals,

genetic testing, treatment choices, fertility, menopause, or obtaining a second opinion. During

treatment, report new or worsening symptoms using the contact instructions provided by your

team.

Seek urgent medical advice for fever during chemotherapy, repeated vomiting, worsening

wound redness or drainage, new leg swelling, or increasing abdominal swelling and cramping.

These can have several causes and need timely assessment.

Call emergency services for severe trouble breathing, chest pain, fainting, confusion,

uncontrolled bleeding, or sudden severe abdominal or pelvic pain. Severe swelling with

vomiting and an inability to pass stool or gas may indicate a bowel obstruction and also needs

emergency assessment.

- A benign cyst being mistaken for cancer, or a cancer being mistaken for a benign mass

- Difficulty distinguishing epithelial cancer, a borderline tumor, or a rarer ovarian tumor

- Cancer from the bowel, breast, or another organ spreading to an ovary

- Delays in reviewing scans, pathology, or changing symptoms

- Surgery being planned without access to appropriate gynecologic oncology expertise
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- Genetic testing or supportive care not being discussed

- Poor communication between a specialist center and local services

What you can do

There is no medical test that proves whether an ovarian cancer center is suitable for you. You

can check what the service provides and ask direct questions.

Consider asking:

Keep copies of your scan reports, pathology reports, operation notes, treatment summaries,

medicine list, and genetic test results. Ask how images and tissue samples can be transferred

if you seek another opinion.

A second opinion can be useful when the diagnosis is uncertain, the tumor is rare, major

surgery is proposed, or you want to understand other options. Asking for one does not commit

you to changing teams.

Check practical details before choosing a service, including travel, accessibility, insurance or

funding arrangements, expected waiting times, and whether some appointments can happen

remotely. If your health system assigns referral centers, ask whether another specialist review

is possible when you have unresolved questions.

- Will a gynecologic oncologist review my case?

- Will my scans and pathology be reviewed by specialists?

- How often does the team manage my suspected or confirmed tumor type?

- Are genetic counseling and genetic or tumor testing available?

- How are treatment side effects and urgent problems handled?

- Can treatment be shared with a hospital closer to home?

- Are relevant clinical trials available?

- How will the center communicate with my primary care clinician and local team?

Common questions

Do I need to travel to a large center for every appointment?

Not always. Initial review, surgery, complex decisions, or trial participation may happen at a

specialist center, while blood tests, chemotherapy, and follow-up may be available closer to
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home. Ask whether shared care is possible.

Does referral to a center mean I have ovarian cancer?

No. People may be referred because a scan found an ovarian or pelvic mass, a blood test was

abnormal, or symptoms need specialist assessment. Benign conditions can cause similar

findings.

Is CA-125 an ovarian cancer screening test?

CA-125 is a blood marker that may rise with ovarian cancer, but it can also rise with

non-cancerous conditions and may remain normal in some cancers. It is not a stand-alone

diagnostic test or a general screening test for people at average risk without symptoms.

Can a center guarantee better treatment results?

No service can guarantee an outcome. Relevant specialist experience, coordinated review,

access to appropriate surgery and medicines, and clear follow-up arrangements are more

informative than the center's name.

What if I have a strong family history but no diagnosis?

Ask a primary care clinician, gynecology service, or genetics service whether a hereditary

cancer risk assessment is appropriate. A cancer center may offer this service, but it is not the

only route to genetic counseling.

Sources

- National Cancer Institute: Ovarian Epithelial, Fallopian Tube, and Primary Peritoneal
Cancer Treatment-Patient Version

- National Cancer Institute: Find an NCI-Designated Cancer Center

- Society of Gynecologic Oncology: Seek a Specialist

- American Cancer Society: Choosing a Cancer Center

- American Society of Clinical Oncology: Germline and Somatic Tumor Testing in Epithelial
Ovarian Cancer

- National Institute for Health and Care Excellence: Ovarian cancer-recognition and initial
management
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