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HEALTH BASICS

Cloning

Cloning is the process of making genetically similar copies of DNA, cells, or organisms.

WHAT IT IS

Making genetically similar copies of DNA, cells, or organisms

WHERE IT COMES UP

Genetics, stem-cell research, animal breeding, and laboratory reports

WHY IT MATTERS

Helps interpret research, food questions, and clonal test findings

WHAT IT IS NOT

Not a disease or diagnosis

WHO TO ASK

Genetic counselor or clinician who ordered the test

HOW IT IS CHECKED

DNA comparison and laboratory cell testing when relevant

Overview

Cloning means making a genetically similar copy of biological material. The material may be a

piece of DNA, a cell, a tissue sample, or an entire organism.

Cloning is not a disease or diagnosis. It is a group of scientific processes. Some forms are

routine laboratory tools. Others, such as cloning an animal, are technically difficult. Human

reproductive cloning is not accepted clinical care.

Clones are not always exact copies in every respect. Genes are important, but development is

also affected by conditions inside cells, the environment, aging, and chance. A cloned animal

may therefore look or behave differently from the animal whose DNA was used.

The word clonal also appears in medical reports. It means that a group of cells probably came

from one original cell. This use does not mean that a person or animal has been cloned.

How it works

Several different processes are called cloning.

DNA cloning , also called molecular cloning, copies a selected piece of DNA. Researchers may
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place the DNA into bacteria or other cells, which reproduce and make more copies. This

supports genetic research, diagnostic test development, and the production of some biological

medicines.

Cell cloning begins with one cell and grows a population descended from it. Laboratories use

this approach to study how cells behave or respond to a substance. Cancer researchers may

use cloned cell populations, although laboratory cells do not fully reproduce what happens

inside the body.

Reproductive cloning aims to produce an animal. The best-known method is somatic cell

nuclear transfer, or SCNT. A somatic cell is an ordinary body cell, such as a skin cell.

In SCNT, the nucleus is removed from an egg cell. The nucleus contains most of the cell's DNA.

It is replaced with the nucleus of a body cell from another animal. The reconstructed egg is

stimulated to divide and may be transferred into a uterus.

An animal produced this way has nearly the same nuclear DNA as the body-cell donor.

However, it receives mitochondrial DNA from the egg donor. Mitochondria are the

energy-producing structures inside cells. Gene activity and conditions during pregnancy can

also create differences.

Research or "therapeutic" cloning uses SCNT to create an early embryo for obtaining stem

cells, not to begin a pregnancy. Stem cells can develop into several cell types. Despite the

name, this process is mainly a research method and is not itself a treatment.

Cloning can also happen naturally. Identical twins develop when one early embryo separates

into two. They usually have very similar DNA, but they are separate people and can develop

differences over time.

Why it matters for your health

Most people will never need a medical decision about reproductive cloning. The topic is more

likely to arise in news reports, discussions about stem-cell research, food production, or a

laboratory result containing the word clonal .

Clonality testing looks for evidence that cells share a common origin. It may be used when

examining certain blood, bone marrow, immune-system, or tumour samples. For example,

leukemia, lymphoma, and multiple myeloma involve abnormal clonal cell populations.

A clonal finding does not always mean cancer. Some immune responses produce temporary

expansions of related cells. Clonal hematopoiesis means that a group of blood cells has grown

from a blood-forming cell with an acquired genetic change. It can occur without a blood cancer,

although some findings are associated with higher future health risks. The meaning depends
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on the cells, genetic change, amount detected, symptoms, and other test results.

Cloning also comes up in discussions about food from cloned livestock. In the United States,

the Food and Drug Administration concluded that food from clones of certain livestock

species and their conventionally bred offspring is as safe as comparable food from other

animals. Food rules and labeling requirements are not the same in every country.

What can go wrong

Reproductive cloning has a high biological burden in animals. Attempts may fail before

pregnancy, end in pregnancy loss, or result in placental problems, abnormal fetal growth, or

illness around birth. These concerns are one reason human reproductive cloning is not

regarded as an acceptable clinical procedure.

Human reproductive cloning would also raise major consent, welfare, identity, and family-law

concerns. Countries address these issues through different laws and research policies. A claim

that a clinic can provide human reproductive cloning should not be treated as established

medical care.

In laboratory medicine, the main risk is misunderstanding the word clonal . A clonal result can

be relevant to blood cancers and other disorders, but it is not a diagnosis on its own. It must be

interpreted with the type of sample, the test method, blood counts, imaging, tissue findings,

and clinical history.

Unexpected genetic information may also affect biological relatives. A result from tumour or

blood-cell testing is not automatically an inherited finding. Acquired changes develop in

particular cells during life, while inherited changes are usually present throughout the body.

Sometimes a separate test using a suitable non-tumour sample is needed to tell the difference.

Cloning itself does not cause emergency symptoms. A report that uses the word clonal is

usually discussed through routine or timely follow-up. Seek urgent or emergency care for

severe symptoms or when the testing service has given immediate instructions, regardless of

the terminology used in the report.

What you can do

If you encounter cloning only in a news story or general discussion, there is usually nothing you

need to do for your health. Check which kind of cloning is being described. Copying DNA in a

laboratory is very different from attempting to produce an animal.

If a medical report says clone , clonal , monoclonal , or clonal hematopoiesis , ask:
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Keep a copy of the full report rather than recording only the word clonal . The method, size of

the cell population, and named genetic changes may be important for later comparison.

If you are considering a stem-cell intervention advertised using terms such as "therapeutic

cloning," ask whether the treatment is authorized by the relevant regulator and supported by

published clinical evidence. Do not assume that participation in research guarantees personal

medical benefit.

- What cells or sample were tested

- Whether the finding is abnormal, uncertain, or expected

- Whether it could be temporary or non-cancerous

- Whether follow-up blood tests, specialist review, or genetic testing is needed

- Whether the change appears acquired or could be inherited

Common questions

Is a clone an exact copy?

Not completely. A clone may have highly similar nuclear DNA, but mitochondrial DNA, gene

activity, development, environment, and aging can create differences. Personality and life

experiences are not copied.

Has a human been cloned?

There is no verified, accepted evidence of a live human produced through reproductive

cloning. Human reproductive cloning is not established medical practice.

Can cloning make a replacement organ?

Not in the way often shown in fiction. Researchers can grow some cells and simplified tissue

structures called organoids. These are useful for studying development and disease, but they

are not the same as cloning a complete replacement organ for routine transplantation.

Does "monoclonal" mean cancer?

No. Monoclonal means originating from one cell line. Some cancers are monoclonal, but

monoclonal antibodies are also medicines designed and produced from a single antibody type.

A monoclonal laboratory finding needs interpretation in its specific context.

Are identical twins clones?

They may be described as natural genetic clones because they usually begin from the same

fertilized egg. However, they are not produced by cloning technology and are not identical in

every biological or personal feature.
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